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Inspired

by Rebecca Falzano



 Interiors

beginning of a relationship between an interior designer and client can resemble a first 
date. First impressions. Casual conversation that gives way to a deeper understanding. And 
questions—always questions: What do they surround themselves with? What brings them 

joy? How do they live? What do they gravitate toward? Perhaps most important, though, is that there’s a lot 
of listening. That’s because good interior designers know it isn’t about them, but about their clients—that 
the best design reflects those who live there. 

For this year’s Interior Design Issue, we chose a handful of spaces by designers who do an incredible job 
listening. The spaces they create are soothing and restful. Electric and eclectic. Vibrant and bold. Neutral 
and subtle. They are the perfect combinations of beauty and function, but above all they are one-of-a-kind, 
just like the people who live in them.
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a riana Fischer’s inspiration for this farmhouse in a 
charming seaside village came straight from her 
client—an “elegant, organized, down-to-earth, fun, 

judicious, stylish” woman, says Fischer, “with discriminating 
taste and a deep connection to the old-school vernacular 
of a new england lifestyle.” after the three-bedroom, 
1,800-square-foot gable-roofed house was gutted, Fischer and 
her client culled through items to decide what would work in 
the new streamlined space that she would share with her two 
teenagers. “We focused on her aesthetic and values so that the 
house is a real manifestation of her. decisions had to be very 
well thought out and judicious, as there was no room for error.”

Fischer embraced the architecture, using furnishings 
to add the homeowner’s imprint. dark painted floors add a 
sophisticated element to the old farmhouse and, coupled with 
a classic white, set the tone for the whole house. Fischer built 
on the classic new england aesthetic with a collection of the 
homeowner’s antiques, while adding in feminine elements—a 
French chandelier in the dining area, pink curtains in the office, 
a chair upholstered in a metallic light purple linen. The rooms 
are filled with a spare elegance—components of contemporary 
tailored details punctuated with warm, well-worn pieces. 

For more: arianafischer.com | 207.210.6450

undERsTaTEd ElEgancE 
Designer: Ariana Fischer | Ariana Fischer Interior Design

The kitchen (opposite) was designed with classic elements that never go 
out of style: a carrera marble island, nickel fixtures that age to a beautiful 
patina, a butcher block for prep cooking next to the stove, custom 
cabinetry by local builders, and vintage stools from a flea market.

contemporary photographs hang above an antique writing desk that is 
used as a sideboard in the dining room (top, left). 

a Warhol print (top, middle) adds an edge to the warmth and comfort of 
the living area, which features a velvet tufted sofa with linen pillows and a 
wool sisal rug that balances the dark floor. 

The dining area (top, right) showcases a marriage of austere new england 
aesthetic with feminine elements: linen sheers on the windows, a simple 
French chandelier, and tailored slipcovers.

The homeowner’s office (above, left) indulges a luxe feminine side with 
floor-length, dark pink velvet curtains and includes a long wooden 
worktable and meaningful mementos. 

coral from a family trip sits atop books in the living room (above, right).
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