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Before setting out to design, Ariana Fischer tries to understand who her cli-
ents really are—their history, the realities of their life, and their aspirations. “I 
believe incorporating elements of our past gives us connectedness, provid-
ing comfort in our everyday lives, and that having inspired surroundings in 
our homes and workplaces affects our well-being and productivity immea-
surably.” While Fischer’s aesthetic tends toward eclectic and elegant and the 
balance between function and beauty, creating this kind of harmony can be 
particularly challenging when some of the items in a homeowner’s collec-
tion do not appear to go together. Such was the case in this summer home 
on the shores of a lake in Maine. The clients, one of them an international 
art dealer, had a few favorite family pieces they wanted to incorporate plus 
a mix of contemporary art, and the rest was a blank canvas set against a 
backdrop of modern architecture. “Manifesting a young urban family’s sum-
mer retreat in the country was a great inspiration,” says Fischer, who drew 
from the natural landscape in her design. The wooded area surrounding the 
house suggested the use of natural materials throughout—distressed wood, 
stone, and wrought iron. Comfort, ease, versatility, and space to play were 
all important factors as well. “So much nostalgia gets attached to a summer 
place, so I spent a lot of effort making each room unique, so that it could 
serve as someone’s oasis at any given time.” 
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The house sits at the end of an intimate neighborhood street 
on a small bluff overlooking a beautiful tidal cove with an ever-
changing view. The family that lives in this home has been here 
for 18 years. They raised their children here. Last year, when they 
became empty nesters, it was time to freshen up and reinvent the 
home for the retiring couple. The existing decorating featured rich 
saturated colors: red grasscloth walls, green and red floral, striped, 
and plaid upholstery. Willing and ready to start completely fresh, 
James Light selected a serenely soothing palette inspired by the 
view of the cove: soft tidal blues, caramel, and salted sand. The 
dining room and living room had been unified by an eight-foot 
opening. Closing down the opening to five feet and thickening the 
wall with bookcases gave both spaces a better sense of purpose 
and a better scale for living in. Curtains hung to the ceiling and on 
tracks give a unifying and contemporary ease as well.

For more: james@simplyhomepage.com


