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W
e invited more than 60 interior 
designers across Maine to submit 
their projects for consideration for 
this year’s Interior Design Issue 
roundup. When we work on stories 

like these, we purposely steer clear of using words 
like “best”—after all, when it comes to spaces, “best” 
can’t be measured and is entirely too subjective to 
mean much. Instead, we found that the projects that 
rose to the top were timeless rather than trendy, 
inspired and intentional, and further, each offers a 
glimpse into both the homeowner’s personality and 
the designer’s philosophy.

INTERIOR 
M O T I V E S
The philosophies of 14 interior designers 
translate into spaces that shine

by Rebecca Falzano 
& Brittany Cost
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AN ECLECTIC ATTIC IN CUMBERLAND FORESIDE
Photography by Michael  Day
 

T
eenage boys may not be a designer’s typical clientele, but for 
Ariana Fischer, their lifestyles grounded the design process. Fischer 
created an attic living area that is both Scandinavian chic and age-
appropriate for the two teenagers that live upstairs in their family’s 
colonial home. “I wanted to reflect their own interests in the space 

to encourage their natural abilities,” says Fischer of the boys, one of whom is 
a sculptor and the other, an athlete and academic. A large shelf is converted 
into an organizational necessity for the sculptor’s materials, while comfortable 
bamboo chaises are perfect for late-night lounging and gaming. To offset the 
existing eaves, Fischer situated the room around the natural light, and she chose 
to embrace the exposed brick chimney rather than cover it up. Comfy, durable 
materials are functional, yet in their varied textures and with vibrant colors mixed 
in with masculine grays and browns, they’re fun, too. “Even though it’s an eclectic 
space, I always try to achieve a sense of balance so that it feels good—relaxing 
but revitalizing.”

For more: arianafischer.com
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